
LouisianaRural Health Transformation Program
Advisory Council

This Council has two Executive Orders

JML 26-032
JML 26-076
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Excc ult vc D EtlR't'uEn*'r
C)Frtcs ol 'l'tlE GovcnNon

Exncurrvn Onu ut N uptsEH JVIL 26-032

LoUISIANARURALI{EALTHTRANSFqRMATIqNPR.0GRAM

tvllt]Rl]As,Louisianaranks50tlrinnati<rrralhealthrankirrgs,takirrgtlrespotaslhe'.lcast

healthy statc" in the Uniteti States based otr 49 measttres across tli'e categortcs ofhealth' including

socialanrjeconornicfac.ttxs,plrysicalenr,ironmcnt.clinicalcare':lehaviors,andhealthoutcomesl

\YtIEREAS,ncarlyl.llrrilli<lrrLouisianarcsidetrts(23.3l7i,oi.tlrcpopulation)lir.einrural

parishes, wilh3'lohcovcrctl by Mudicaiil and' 2'20'h covvrecl by \'teclicarc;

!vHEREA., residcnts in rural .rcas travei an Bverago of 7 miles tr-r hospitals, 20 rniics to

clinics,antll?rrrilesttlpharmacies,corrrparccittlnruchslrtlrterdistanccsinntlrr-ruraluroas.

translating into I 3.5 healthcare tzrcilities per l0rJ'000 rural residents:

WH!ltlEAS,with75%ofrLlralhospitalsntltoftbringlaborarrddelrr'eryscl.viccs.auccss

gaps thrcaten bolh rnatertlal and neotratal otltcomes'

W[IEllgr\S,r,:r,rtrrparedtr'lurl)anpoptrlatiorts.resiclerrtsol.r.trr.alLottisiatrac'xpericttcc

dispr.oportionatelylrigherratesoIchrotlicarl<laclversclrealthcontlitions.includrrrglrypertension

(44?ir),<rtlcsiiy(4]%),hearrcliscase(9.296),diabctes(l79zi,),chr<uicobstructivepttltlronary

diseasc ( I 196). iln(l lutrg cancer pruvalcncc (6i39'6);

!vtlEREAS.rurallcsiderrtsfacesigrriliuturtlyclcvatedma:crtrallrealthr.isks.includiriga

matemalmortalityratcof-1796'wlrichisl4percetrtagepoirrtshi.uhcrtltalrtlrentttitrrraldvel.itge.

arrciwithapproxim'ttclyl2.Tolackingilccesst()abirthinghospitairvithinS0minutesot.tlreir

residence. cotnparetl tu rotrghly l0o4 nationr'vidc:

wtIgREAS'42USC254crvaserlacterlhythcFedcraiCovgrnnrenttoprovidegr.arrtsfirr

cxpandctldclir,eryolhoaltlrcateselvicestnrttralareas'fbrtlteplarrningandimplerrrentalirttrtll

integlatedhealthcarcnetrr,orksinruralareas.andtbrtheplarulinganrlimplelrretrtationol.srnall

Iteal th care providor c1 u ali t;- in'rpro vem cnt acti vrties:
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WHEREAS' l,ouisiarta Deparimell of Health has applied for the Rural Health

Trans{brmation Program to the centers for Mledicare & Medicaid services;

WHEREAS, a Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program grolrnded. in the core

principles and strategic goals of the federal Rural Health Transfomation program, wiil suppoi

rural communities acr oss Louisiana;

IVHEREAS, the Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program will focus on three key

arcas: improving population hcalth outcomes; expanding access to care; and strengthening system

capacily;

WHEREAS' these efforts will aim to reduce uncontrolled cluonjc diseases and support

earlier detection and managcment of condition.s such as diabetes. hypertension, and cancer;

decrease emergency departrnent visits and preventable hospitalizations while increasing

preventive care and access to behavioral health services in underserved nrral parishes; and

strengthen the rural healthcare worklorce and modemize care delivery thror-rgh eduoation

partnerships, targeted recruitment, and exponded use of technolo gy; and

W[rIiIIEAS' through these investments the t,ouisiana Rural Flealth Transfcrrmation

Progratll will expand access, strengthen provider capacity and improve outcomes for Louisiana's

l.l nrillion tural rcsidents;

Now rrIEREFoRo, I, J[[-F LANDRy, Govemor of the stare of Louisiana, by virtue

ofthe authority vested by the Constitution and laws ofthe State ofL,ouisiana, orcler and direct as

follows:

Sectiorll: 'lhe Office of Rural Health lransformalion and Sustainability is hereby

created within the Office of the Secretary in Louisiana Department of Health and shall, tkough

the Louisiana Rural Health 'l'ransformation Program, prioritize and pursue the following

initiatives:

l. Strengthen and sustain a stable rural heslthcare workforce by partnering with educational

institutions and the private sector to expand healilrcare education, trainilg, tutd sareer

pathlvays.

2. Develop and implement a unified health technology ecosystem that enhances data sharing

among healthcare providers, N'Iedicaid, and public health systems to accalerate diagnosis,

h'eatment, and imploved health outcomes.



3. Promote and implement innovative' outcomes-driven care models for underseryed and

hard-to-reach populations through commurLity-based partnerships'

4. lntegrate nutrition into healthcare delivery by improvi'g access to healthy foods and

providingeducationonnutntionandcluonicdisoasemanagcment,inclrrdingconditions

such as diabetes'

5.Alignandcoordinatefiagmentedhealthoareservicesintoanintoglateddoliveryftamework

that cnsures rural residents can access care through a consistent and cohesive modol'

6'Advancscapitalimprovementinitiativestomodernizeruralhealthcarefacilitiesand

equipment, irnproving both health outcomes and long-term facility sustainability'

Section2i The Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program Advisory Council

(..Council,,)isestablishedwithintheofflceofRuralHealthTransformationandSustainability.

SegLiAn 3: The Council shall revlew quarterly and annual grant reports submitted to

CMSandprovidestategicguirlanceandstakoholderengagsmsntonallreporiingrequirements.

TheCounciiwillworktoensurethatruralhealthtransformationinitiativesalignwithstatewide

priorities,reflecttheneedsoflocalcommunities,arrdadvatlcesustainable,data-informed

improvemenlsincareclelivery.TheCouncilwillsuppor.ttranspalenoy,accountability,arrd

coordinationintheimplementationofruralhealthinitiativesandgrantinvesFnents.

Section 4: The Council shall be composed of I I members' who unless otherwise

specified,shallbeappointedbyandserveatthepleasureoftheGovemor.Themembershipofthe

Council shall be as follows:

A. l'he Secretary of ths Louisiana Deportment of Health or their designee

B. The Secretary of Louisiana Works or their designee

C,ThePresidentoftheLouisianaComrnuniiyTechnicalCollegeortheirdesignee

D.TheexecutivedirectoroftheLouisianaRwaiHospitalCoalitionortheirdesignee

E,.Iheexecutivedirectorofthel,ouisianalndependentPharmacistAssociationor

their desigtee

F. The Chair of the House Committee on Health and Welfare or their designee

G.ThechailofthesenateCommitteeonHenlthandWelfareortheirdesigrree

H.Fourat.largememberswithdernonstlatedexperienceofactiveinvolv€mentitrrural

healthcare



!-q,j-!lgl"l: Thc chair of the Council shall bc thc Sccrctat',v oi'lhc Louisiana Departnrent

of'Health 0r their designee.

Section 6: 'l'he Corurcil shall mect at re-slrlarly schcciLrlerl intervals anrl at the call of lhe

t--hair.

Scctron 7: Clourrcil meurbers shall rxrt receive additional compensation ol a pcr diern

flom the Louisiana Departmcnt of Heaith fbr servir-rg on the Cor.rncil.

Council mcmbcrs who are employecs or elected pub'lic olficials of the State of Louisiana

or a political subdivision thcreoIrray seck rcirrrbursenrent ol'travel experi:je:i, in aucordance rvith

l'l'M 49. tiorn their entploying andior elected depanment, agency antli'ur <.:fficc.

Council mcmbers who ate also Inembers of the Louisiana Legislature rr:ay sei:k a per diem

irom the l,.ouisiana Statc Senatc or House of'Representativos, as appropdnie, fbr their attcndance.

$sg!!,-tl8- Suppcrrt stafi, tircililies, and resources lbr the Board shall be provided by

the Louisiana Departrnent of Health.

licLtio-t1.9: i\ll departments. conrrnissions. boards, otlices, entities. agencies, trnd-

oilicers ofthc Slate ofLouisiana. or auy oolitical subdivision tlrercof, are authorized and directc{

to coopcratc w ith the Louisrana f)cpartmcnt of Hcalth and the Ottrce of RLu.al llealth

Transformation and Sustainability in implernenting thc provisions of this Order

$ggl!l)nlll' -l'his 
Ordcr is ctiective upcn signa{ure and shall curhnuc in cltbct until

arnentlcd, mt_,ditied, tenninated ur ruscittled by thc Covenror, or teitlliuatcd by opcration of'1a,,r,.,

IN W['I'N[,SS WHEREOF, I have ser rny hand
oflicially and caursetl ttr bc at'fixecl the Creat Seal of-
l,ouisiana, al the Capilol, in the City of Batou I(oLrge,
on this 7tr'day,of April, 2026.

ff
COVERNOR OF LOUISIANA

ATTEST BV
T}IE GOVERNOR

0-t\
Landry

SECRETARY TE
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Bxecurrve Dep,rntnrnn'r
Orrlcs oFlHE GovsRNon

Exscurrvr ORosn Nu*rssR JML26-076

AMENDED LOUISIANA RURAL HEALTH
TRANS FORMA TIO N P ROGRAM

WHEREAS' Louisiana ranks 50th in national health rankings, taking the spot as the..leasr

healthy statc" in thc United States based on 49 measures across five categories ofhealth, includilg

social and economic factors, physical envirorunent, clinical care, behaviors, and health outcomes;

WHEREAS, nearly L I milliein Louisiana residents (23.8% of the population) live in rural

parishes, with3TYo covered by Medicaid and22Yo covered by Medicare;

WHEREAS' residents in rural areas travel an average of ? miles to hospitals, 20 milcs to

clinics, and 12 miles to pharmacies, compared to much shorter clistances in non-rural areas,

translating into 13.5 healthcale facilities per 100,000 rural residehts;

WHEREAS' with 75Yo of rural hospitals not offering labor and delivery scr,,ices, access

gaps threaten both ntaternal and neonatal outcomes;

WHEREAS, compared to urLran populations, residents of rural Louisiana experience

disproportionately higher rates of chronic and adverse health conditions, including hypertension

(44Yo), obesity (43Yo), heart disease (9.2%), diabetes (l7o/o), chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease (ll%), and lung cancer prevalence (68%);

WHEREAS' rural residents fbce signiticantly elevated matemal health risks, including a

matemal mortality rateof 37o/o, which is 14 percentage points higherthan the national average,

and with approximately l2Yo lacking access to a birthing hospital within 30 minutes of their

residence, compared to roughly l0?ir nationwide;

WHEREAS, 42 USC 254c was enacted by the Federal Covemment to provide grants fbr

expanded delivery ofhealth care services in rural areas, fbr the planning ancl implementation of

integrated health care networks in rural areas, and forthe planning and implementation of small

health care provider quality improvement activities;
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WHEREAS, Louisiana' Department of Health has applied for the Rural Health

Transformation Program to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services;

WHEREAS, a Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program grounded in the core

principles and shategic goals of the federal Rural Health Transformation Program, will support

rural communities across Louisiana;

WEEREAS, the Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program will focus on three key

areas: improving population health outcomes; expanding access to care; and shengthening system

capacity;

WIIEREAS, these eflorts will aim to reduce uncontrolled cfuonic diseases and support

earlier detection and management of conditions such as diabetes, hypertension, and cancer;

decrease emergency department visits and preventable hospitalizations while increasing

preventive care and access to behavioral health services in underserved rural parishes; and

skengthen the rural healthcare workforce and modernize care delivery through education

partnerships, targeted recruitrnent, and expanded use oftechnology; and

WHEREAS, through these investrnents the Louisiana Rural Health Transformation

Program will expand access, strengthen provider capacity and improve outcomes for Louisiana's

l.l million rural residents;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend IML26-032 issued on April1,2A26;

NOW THEREFORE, I, JEtr'F LANDRY, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue

ofthe authority vested by the Constitution and laws ofthe State ofLouisiana, order and direct as

follows;

Section l: The Office of Rural Health Transformation and Sustainability is hereby

created within the Office of the Secretary in Louisiana Departrnent of Health and shall, through

the Louisiana Rural Health Transformation Program, prioritize and pwsue the following

initiatives:

l. Strengthen and sustain a stable rural healthcare workforce by partnering with educational

institutions and the private sector to expand healthcare education, training, and career

pathways.

2. Develop and implement a unified health technology ecosystem that enhances data sharing

among healthcare providers, Medicaid, and public health systems to accelerate diagnosis,

heahnent, and improved health outcomes,
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3. Promote and implement innovative, outcomes-driven care models for underserved and

hard-to-reach populations through community-based partnerships.

4. Integrate nuhition into healthcare delivery by improving access to healthy foods and

providing education on nutrition and chronic disease management, including conditions

such as diabetes.

5. Align and coordinate fragmented healthcare services into an integrated delivery framework

that ensures rural residents can access care through a consistent and cohesive model.

6. Advance capital improvEment initiatives to modemize rural healthcare facilities and

equipment, improving both health outcomes and long-term facility sustainability.

Section 2: The Louisiana Rural Health Transfonnation Program Advisory Council

("Council') is established within the Office of Rural Health Transformation and Sustainability.

Section3: The Council shall review quarterly and annual grant reports submitted to

CMS and provide strategic guidance and stakeholder engagerneot on all reporting requirements.

The Council will work to ensure that rural health transformation initiatives aligrr with statewide

priorities, reflect the needs of local communities, and advaoce sustainablg data-informed

improvements in care delivery. The Council will support transparency, accountability, and

coordiriation in the implementation of rural health initiatives and grant investments.

Section4: The Council shall be composed of 11 mernbers, who unless otherwise

specified, shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure ofthe Governor. The membership ofthe

Council shall be as follows:

A. The Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or their designee

B- The Secretary of Louisiana Works or their designee

C. The President of the Louisiana Community Technical College or their designee

D. The executive director of the Louisiana Rural Hospital Coalition or their designee

E. The President of the Louisiana lndependent Pharmacies Association or their

designee

F. The Chair of the House Committee on Health and Welfare or their designee

G. The Chair of the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare or their designee

H. Four at-large members with demonstrated experience or active involvement in rural

healthcare
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Section 5: fhe chair of the Council shall be the Secretary of'the Louisiana Department

of Health or tlreir designce.

Section 6: lhe Council shall meet at regularly schedirlecl intervals aud at the call ofthe

chair

Section 7: Council mctnbers shall not receive aclclitional compensation or a per diern

ftom the Louisiana Department of Hcalth fbr serving on the Council.

Council members who are employees or elected public oflicials of the State of'Louisiana

or a political subdivision thercof rnay seek reimbursement of travel expenses. in accordance with

PPM 49, from their employing and/or electecr deparlment, agency and/'r orlicc.

Council tnembers rvho are also members o1'the L<-ruisiana Legislature may seek a per.diem

fiom the Louisiana State Senate or Housc ofll.eprcsentatives, as appropriate, fbr their attendancc.

Section 8: Support statl, facilities, and resources firr the Board shall be provided by

the Louisiana Department of Health.

Section 9: All departmerrts, cornurissions, boards, oillces, entities, agelcies, ancl

oflicers ofthe State ofLouisiana, or any political subdivision thereoi, are authorized and clirected

tct coopcrate with the Louisiana Depafirncnt of' Health and the Oftice of Rural Health

'lranstbnnation 
and Sustainability in implementing the provisions of this orcler.

Section l0: This Order is eflective upon signature ancl shall continue in ef1'ect until

anrended, modified, terminatetl or rescindcd by the Covenror, or tenninated by opcration oflarv.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I havc ser mv hand
ofhcially ancl r:aused to bc aftixecl the Great leal of
Louisiana, at the Capitol, in the City of Baton Rouge.
on this lOth day ofAugust.2026.

JelT
GOVERNOR OI.' LO UISIANA

ATTEST BY THE
SECRE'TARY OF STATE

Nancy
SECRETARY OF ATE


